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Welcome to the second volume of the Journal of Applied
Bioanalysis. In this special first anniversary issue of the
new volume, I would like to take the opportunity to look
back on the past year. Exactly, one year ago the first issue
of the Journal of Applied Bioanalysis was published. In
the first year of existence, the journal became accepted
in the bioanalysis community. The publication frequency
was four issues per year and in this year the publication fre-
quency will be increased. The journal employed from the
start for manuscript submission and peer-reviewing pro-
cess, the author and peer-reviewer friendly cloud-based
Scholasticahq academic journal management platform
and accepts now even via the electronic pre-print reposi-
tory arXiv manuscripts [1]. Manuscripts are peer-reviewed
by the double-blind review process, in this ensuring that
manuscripts submitted for publication are evaluated sole-
ly based on scientific merits. The journal obtained index-
ing at the Directory of Open Access Journals (DOAJ).
The DOA]J is an on-line directory that indexes and pro-
vides access to high-quality, open access peer reviewed
journals [2]. Being indexed at DOAJ demonstrates that
Journal of Applied Bioanalysis adheres to highest quality
levels of publishing services to authors which include:
peer review, licensing terms, a strong and clear open ac-
cess statement and a professional and functional editorial
board. The publisher’s copyrights- and author self-ar-
chiving policies were deposit with the SHERPA-RoMEO
organization [3]. The advantage of the deposition is the
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simplification of- and unlimited author’s self-archiving
possibilities when the author wants to distribute arti-
cles via social media, corporate- and academic websites.
This shows that Journal of Applied Bioanalysis is an ad-
vocate journal for open science and free distribution of
scientific research in the bioanalysis area. The possibilities
the author obtains in this way are in strong contrast to sub-
scription based journals where the author has to transfer
the copyright of the article to the publisher. After copy-
right transfer by the author, automatically presentation
of the article on websites or unauthorized distribution
of article by the author will lead to an infringement of
the copyrights and might result in possible legal penalties.

Number of issues

In the first four issues of volume one, the Journal of
Applied Bioanalysis published a variety of articles in ar-
eas such as therapeutic drug monitoring, sample prepara-
tion, natural product research, food analysis, proteomics
and other applications of bioanalysis. Published were
editorial, expert opinion, original and review articles. In
the last issue of the journal the Application Note paper
was introduced. The Application Note paper is an ad-
vertorial type article that allows product manufacturers
to present interesting (new) products or latest innovative
applications. Here is a complied short list of the ten most
accessed and downloaded papers published in the four
issues of the volume one of the Journal of Applied Bio-
analysis (Table 1).

What was the geographic location of the authors
and readers of the Journal of Applied Bioanalysis?
The Journal of Applied Bioanalysis has developed in short
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time adiverse reader audience around the globe. Scientists/
visitors from 115 different countries around the wotld
viewed and/or downloaded articles published in the first
four issues at the journal’s homepage [4]. The majority of
journal’s homepage visits came from visitors located in the
Americas (49.10%), Europe (26.9%) and Asia (11.3%).

Open Access Week 2015 survey

The field of academic publishing is changing rapidly to-
wards open access publishing as it can be evidenced by
the annual increase of the number of papers published in
open access journals in recent years [5]. During the Open
Access Week 2015 (19-25 October) [6] a journal survey
was conducted. The survey was held among authors and
readers to learn about the general views on open access
publishing and the journal in the bioanalysis community.
Survey results showed that the professional status of the
responders was made up by one-third of scientists from
academia (tenured) and one-third of scientists from the
industry (Fig. 1A) as well from other professions.

A subdivision within the responder group based on their
job’s description showed that two-third of the responders
were employed as scientist and/or chemist and one-third
of them were employed in management functions, or was
a graduate student or had other job description (Fig. 1B).
The survey included twenty questions divided into two
categories; one category contained questions about the
respondent’s general views on academic open access
publishing and the second category contained questions
about the respondent’s general impression of the Journal
of Applied Bioanalysis based on journal key aspects such
as article quality, article processing fee and other journal
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specific aspects. In Fig. 1 the results from four selected
survey questions are presented.

A further survey questions was “From your point of view
conld Open Access publishing increase the visibility of your pub-
lished research?”

Approximately, three out of four responders (73.3%)
confirmed the advantage of open access publishing for
achieving a higher visibility and better (free) accessibility
of scientific articles. The vast majority of the responders
of the survey understood and confirmed the importance
of high article visibility and free accessibility of scientific
articles in the science community although the remaining
26.7 % of the responders had a neutral view on this is-
sue. Important to know was that none of the responders
considered open access publishing as a negative factor
for visibility and accessibility of scholatly articles, show-
ing that all responders learned already about these ad-
vantages of open access publishing in general (Fig. 1C).

In the survey authors/readers were also asked to com-
ment on following survey question “Could Open Access
publishing to your point of view improve the quality of the research
that is being done in the field of Bioanalysis?”

According to almost two-third of the responders pub-
lishing scholarly articles in open access journals could
improve the quality of the research done in the field of
bioanalysis.

The results obtained from these few questions demon-
strated a growing awareness in the bioanalysis commu-
nity of one of the important advantages of open access
publishing (Fig. 1D). Scientists who have no or little ex-

16.1% Faculty (Non-tenured)
32.4% Faculty (Tenured)
35.4% Industry

16.1% Other

Bl 63.4% Yes
Bl 33.3% Neutral
B 3.3% No

O
Lo,

62.5% Chemist/Scientist
15.6% Director/CEO/VP
9.4% Manager/Group Head
6.3% Student

6.2% Other

Bl 73.3% Yes
Bl 26.7% Neutral

O
O

Figure 1. Results from the Open Access Week 2015 survey. (A) Overview of the professional status of the responders; (B) respon-
der’s job description; (C) reponder’s view on the fact that open access publishing can increase the visibility of scientific research;
(D) responder’s view on the fact that open access publishing could improve the quality of research.
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perience with open access publishing should first become
familiar with it and then adopt open access practices.
Learning about open access publishing will make them
aware of the publication culture change they need to un-
dergo.

Later this year all results from the Open Access Week
2015 survey will be published in the Journal of Applied
Bioanalysis.

Grow of the editorial board

During its first year of existence the editorial board of the
Journal of Applied Bioanalysis grew in number of edito-
rial board members. At time of launch of the journal (15
January, 2015) the journal’s editorial board consisted out
of twenty editorial board members and by the moment
issue four was published, the editorial board consisted
out of 24 editorial board members. In the editorial board
now a strong and highly professional diverse group of
editorial board members, mainly located in Europe and
the United States of America, and working in academia,
industry and contract research organizations (CROs) are
represented.

Journal of Applied Bioanalysis on social media

The Journal of Applied Bioanalysis understands the im-
portance social media has for achieving a strong presence
in the bioanalytical community and on the web. Social
media is a great medium to reach out to readers, authors
and the general public interested in bioanalytical chemis-
try and its applications. To show its presence on social
media, a LinkedIn group [7], a Twitter account [8] as also
a Google + [9] and Facebook page [10] were created. On
these different social media sites the journal provides its
followers/members with the latest journal updates, news
or other interesting information. The journal also has
created a free e-newsletter.

If you would like to stay up-to-date and you are at this
moment not receiving the latest free e-newsletter you

can easily sign-up at the journal’s website (http://beta-
sciencepress.com/index.php/e-newsletter) or follow the

journal via its social media accounts.

I would like to invite you kindly to contact the editorial
office if you have a proposal for a special issue based on
a topic of high current interest that is broad enough to
attract a reasonable audience, but at a topic that is also
narrow enough to keep a strong focus. Last year with the
launch of the Journal of Bioanalysis, I was very hopeful
and curious that the Journal of Applied Bioanalysis would
become a successful journal [21] as also that it would be
adopted as a new qualitative and professional journal in
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the bioanalysis community. Now looking back, exactly
one year later after the launch of the journal and publica-
tion of four issues later I became even more hopetul for
this next year. I am convinced that the Journal of Applied
Bioanalysis will become even more successful in its sec-
ond year of existence. The journal will keep contributing
in the growth of free accessible high quality bioanalytical
articles as well continuing in playing its part in making the
bioanalytical community (more) aware of the great possi-
bilities of open access publishing, specific in this exciting
and constantly changing area of analytical chemistry.
Last but not least, I like to thank the dedicated support
of all editorial board members, authors, peer-reviewers
and last but not least all readers and thank them with
the knowlegde that without them the Journal of Applied
Bioanalysis would not have been possible. The journal
started successfully in its first year, especially when it has
to compete with established journals in the field. From
my metaphoric point of view, I see this competion like
the fight between David and Goliath, and most of you
know how this story ended. I do hope that you also will
enjoy volume two of the journal.
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